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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.  

Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation. 

For the third year in a row, 

the Dream Builders         

Educational Foundation and 

the Mid-Columbia STEM 

Network have teamed up to 

provide “STEM Like Me!” 

grants to a group of well-

deserving Pasco teachers. 

This year, the foundation 

awarded eight grants to  

Pasco teachers, totaling 

more than $5,900. The 

grants will help to cover the 

costs for educational projects 

in the teachers’ classrooms. 

Pasco High School teacher 

A.J. Lambert was awarded 

$950 to purchase composting bins 

to help integrate composting into 

the curriculum of the school’s ag 

classes. 

Livingston Elementary teacher 

Amanda Baumgartner was 

awarded $525 for an “Operation 

Salmon Celebration” project in her 

classroom. 

Chiawana High School teachers 

Angie Jarvis, Lorena Hernandez 

and Kentin Alford were awarded 

$975 for their “Rube Goldberg” 

project with Chiawana’s 9th grade 

STEM students. 

New Horizons High School teach-

ers Devin Olson and Joel Nunn 

were awarded $1,000 to purchase 

360-degree cameras that will allow 

students to create virtual reality 

projects. 

Chiawana High School teachers 

Loretta Hanson, Shelly Crump 

and Fred Burke were awarded 

$978 for their 10th grade STEM 

student project that will study the 

impacts of dams on riverways and 

the environment. 

Ochoa Middle School teacher Paul 

Fraser was awarded $400 for pro-

jects involving a 3-D printer in his 

design and modeling class. 

Chiawana High School teacher  Fe-

licia Jones was awarded $1,000 to 

purchase microscopic cameras so 

students can learn how to create 

scientific photography. 

Franklin STEM Elementary teacher 

Samantha Fulton was awarded 

$90 that will help support the 

school’s fun and engaging “Friday 

Family STEM Challenge” events. 

Pasco Teachers Awarded ‘STEM Like Me!’ Grants 
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From left to right: ‘STEM Like Me!’ grant winners Loretta Hanson, Fred Burke, 

Shelly Crump, Felicia Jones, Samantha Fulton, Paul Fraser, Devin Olson, Angie 

Jarvis, Lorena Hernandez, Amanda Baumgartner and A.J. Lambert were recognized 

at the Dec. 11 Board of Directors meeting. 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

Longfellow Elementary Welcomes Community at VIP Day 

More than a dozen Very Important Parents and Very Inter-

ested Patrons got up bright and early on November 29 to see 

Very Innovative Pasco in action at Longfellow                 

Elementary’s VIP Day. Guests spent the morning with 

Longfellow students, engaging in classroom activities and 

experiencing the exceptional qualities that make Pasco 

Schools an exciting place to learn. 

Principal Claudia Serrano and Assistant Principal Erin 

Kerr served as tour guides for the guests, showing off many 

of the great things that students are learning and doing at 

Longfellow Elementary. 



3 

NEWS Positively Pasco 

 Markham Elementary Featured in ‘Ruralite’ Magazine 

The students and staff 

members at Edwin    

Markham Elementary 

were recently featured in 

the November issue of 

Ruralite magazine, which 

is distributed monthly to 

Big Bend Electric         

Cooperative customers. 

The two-page article    

featured interviews with 

Markham Elementary 

Principal Kim Mahaffey 

and Assistant Principal 

Becky Hitchman. 

Over the years, Big Bend 

Electric employees have 

been invited to the school 

to provide electrical safety 

demonstrations for the stu-

dents. In the past, Markham 

Elementary has also     applied for “Caring Neighbors” 

grants, which are   distributed by Big Bend Electric. 

Those funds have helped the school purchase play 

structures for the playground and replace aging books 

in the library.  

A big “Thank You” to Big Bend Electric Co-op for 

being a great community partner with Markham      

Elementary’s students and families. 

Markham Elementary was recently featured in the November issue of “Ruralite”        

magazine, which is sent out to Big Bend Electric Co-op customers every month. 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

 Winter Weather Advisory: What You Need to Know About Ice & Snow 

The winter season is here and bad winter weather 

could delay or cancel our school day. We will only 

alter the regular school schedule when it is necessary 

to ensure the health and safety of students and staff. 

We also consider how subfreezing temperatures will 

affect students walking or waiting for buses and 

whether snow, ice, or freezing fog will be an issue for 

motorists. 

 

Many factors are taken into careful consideration 

when making the decision. District Transportation of-

ficials are in close contact with the City of Pasco and 

Franklin County road crews to get updates on road 

conditions and snow removal progress. We also moni-

tor National Weather Service forecasts to determine if 

conditions are expected to improve or worsen 

throughout the day. 

 

Here is a look at the District’s process on a bad weath-

er day: 

• At 3 a.m., District officials drive bus routes which 

include city streets, highways, and rural roads. 

They also contact City and County road crews at 

this time. 

• At 4:30 a.m., Superintendent Michelle Whitney is 

briefed by District officials with the latest infor-

mation on road conditions, weather forecasts and 

traffic conditions. She also consults with neighbor-

ing school district superintendents. 

• By 5 a.m. a decision is made to proceed as usual 

or to delay or cancel school. 

If there is a cancellation or delay, you can find that 

information in the following places: 

• District website - Check www.psd1.org 

• PSD smartphone app 

• PSD Facebook and Twitter 

• Text message and email notifications - To register, 

click here. 

• Media - Watch and listen to local TV and radio 

stations 

Every effort is made to announce closures or delays 

by 5:30 a.m. If conditions change after the decision is 

made to delay school, it is possible that the district 

may cancel school. We will try to make a final deci-

sion by 7:30 a.m., or shortly thereafter. If a change is 

made, an updated alert will be sent out as soon as pos-

sible. 

If there is no mention on the district website of de-

lays or closures, schools are running on time. 

Road conditions in the district can vary depending on 

where you live. The District supports a parent’s or 

guardian’s decision to pick their child up early or to 

not send their child to school. Absences will be con-

sidered excused via the regular protocols. 

Starting this winter, the District's transportation de-

partment will be implementing the use of snow routes, 

when necessary, for buses that transport students who 

live north of Clark Road, and in the block areas, to 

ensure the safety of those students as they are trans-

ported to and from school. A list of the modified snow 

routes can be found HERE. 

If the snow routes are in effect, the district will in-

clude the phrase "buses on snow routes" in any notifi-

cation, text message, email, social media message or 

media alert about a school delay. 

If school is closed, all out-of-district transportation, 

meetings, field trips, after-school activities, practices, 

and games will be canceled for the day unless other-

wise announced. All evening meetings and events 

scheduled to take place in district facilities will also be 

canceled. 

http://www.psd1.org
http://www.facebook.com/PascoSchoolDistrict1
https://twitter.com/PascoSD1
http://www.psd1.org/Notifications
https://www.psd1.org/Page/9940


 

NEWS Positively Pasco 

 

6 

Share Your Thoughts in Pasco Discovery Coalition’s Annual Survey 

The Pasco Discovery Coalition needs your help as they work to 

create and sustain a healthy and safe community. 

Their annual Community Survey is now open and they want to get 

your feedback on youth substance use in our community. The sur-

vey is completely anonymous and only takes a few minutes. 

To complete the survey in English, click HERE. 

To complete the survey in Spanish, click HERE. 

The Pasco Discovery Coalition uses the results from the surveys to 

better understand the community’s thoughts and feelings in order 

to better serve the youth in our community. 

Donate Food, Help Families With 6th Annual ‘Project Fill the Bus’  

You can help make sure everyone in our commu-

nity has food on the table this winter with a dona-

tion of non-perishable food items to the 6th annu-

al “Project Fill the Bus” food drive.  

Donations can be dropped off at any Pasco School 

or District building until Dec. 19. All donations 

will be delivered to the Second Harvest food bank 

on Dec. 20.  

Livingston, Angelou Teachers Surprised with Classroom Makeovers 

Congratulations to Livingston Elementary teacher Alicia Anderson and Angelou Elementary teacher Ashley 

Zahn who were both surprised recently with classroom makeovers from Kadlec Regional Medical Center and 

KNDU-TV! 

Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Zahn will each get a $250 check from Kadlec that they can use for classroom sup-

plies for their students. Congratulations to Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Zahn! 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FRPAEN2018
https://es.surveymonkey.com/r/FRPISP2018
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Pasco Education Foundation: A Legacy of Success 

The Pasco Education Foundation is proud to create a legacy of 

success and giving back. Every year, the foundation awards 

thousands of dollars in scholarships to graduating Pasco seniors. 

Students like Pasco High graduate Neydeen Martinez, who is 

now a 4th grade teacher at Longfellow Elementary. 

Martinez was a recipient of the Pasco Education Foundation 

Fritz Family scholarship in 2014. The scholarship provided her 

with the resources she needed to continue her education. She 

graduated from Columbia Basin College with an Associate of 

Arts degree, and then transferred to Eastern Washington Univer-

sity to pursue a teaching certificate.  

After majoring in elementary education and minoring in com-

munications and leadership, Martinez was accepted into EWU’s 

Curriculum and Instruction Graduate Studies program. She com-

pleted her requirements and received her Master’s degree at 

EWU’s commencement ceremony last June. “Because of the 

support and generosity of PEF donors and the community, I was 

able to accomplish this in four years,”   Martinez says. “I have 

chosen to be a part of PEF now to give back and support future 

recipients. I am honored to have this opportunity to give back.” 

If you would like more information about the Pasco Education 

Foundation, please contact Melanie Norris at (509) 531-3801 or 

send an email to pascoedfoundation@gmail.com. 

 Saluting Students 

Emerson Elementary students (from left to 

right) Naomi Alvarez, Andrea Aguilar, 

Makenzie Galvez and Destiny Soto led the 

flag salute at the Board of Directors meeting 

on December 11. The students all serve as 

ASB officers at the school. 

Pasco High graduate Neydeen Martinez just   

completed her Master’s degree at Eastern 

Washington University and is now a 4th grade 

teacher at Longfellow Elementary. 

mailto:pascoedfoundation@gmail.com


 

 

Board Notes 11-27-18 
Board Retreat 
• The Board of Directors held deeper discussions on the sessions they attended and the information they learned at the 

Washington State School Directors Association annual conference in Spokane.  
 

Board Notes 12-11-18 
Study Session 
• Susana Reyes updated the board on the school boundaries adjustment process.  
 
Special Recognition 

• Shane Edinger introduced Bruce Hawkins and Judy Reault from the Dream Builders Educational Foundation who 
awarded eight STEM Like Me! Grants to Pasco School District teachers. 

 
Action Items 

• The board re-elected Steve Christensen as Board President, Amy Phillips as Board Vice-President and Aaron    
Richardson as WIAA representative.  

 
Reports 

• Student Board Representatives Alpha Diaz, Isabella Lara and Kassidy Naef shared a report on the sessions they at-
tended at the Washington State School Directors Association annual conference in Spokane.  

• Susana Reyes updated the board on the progress of the long-term facilities management plan and the work of the 
Technical Work Group and the Community Builders Group. 

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Second reading and Approval of Policy 4221: Title I Parent Involvement, and Policy 
4330: Use of School Facilities; Approval of Resolution No. 966: Final Acceptance of Early Learning Center remodel; 
Resolution No. 967: Final Acceptance of 2018 Portables Finish Work; Resolution No. 968: Final Acceptance of 2018 
Security Upgrades for Frost, Emerson and Whittier elementary schools; Resolution No. 969: Authorizing License 
Agreement with Franklin County Irrigation District; Approval of Value Engineering Recommendations for Elementary 
#17 (Columbia River Elementary); Approval of Overnight Student Travel for: Chiawana High School FCCLA students 
to attend FCCLA conference in Olympia, WA; Chiawana High School Speech & Debate students to attend Speech & 
Debate competition in Spokane, WA; Pasco High School students to attend the Bilingual Educators Initiative/Recruiting 
Washington Teacher Grantee gathering in Olympia, WA; Approval of Overnight and Out of State student travel for 
Chiawana High School Ski Club to attend a ski trip in Bend, OR.   
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You 
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: 
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco 
Schools. 
 
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December 

and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings 

at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/

domain/24 

Upcoming Events: Dec. 24-Jan. 4: Winter Break - NO SCHOOL 

Jan. 1-31: School Board Recognition Month 

Jan. 8: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Jan. 21: Martin Luther King Jr. Day - NO SCHOOL 

Jan. 22: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Jan. 28: Semester Break - NO SCHOOL 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age, 

religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog 

guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions 

and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer 

Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Charlotte Stingley, 1215 W. 

Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, cstingley@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and 

www.psd1.org.  

http://www.psd1.org/domain/24
http://www.psd1.org/domain/24
mailto:sthornton@psd1.org
mailto:cstingley@psd1.org
http://www.psd1.org

